	Unit 1 Syllabus: 
Foundations of American Government


· Each unit test will consist of multiple choice, matching, or True/False questions mostly revolving around the “Terms” listed below.   However, you could get questions from “The Story of Us” videos or other handout activities/lectures from class. 

· Also as part of the unit, you will be expected to write written answers to the Essential Questions in short answer format.   You may have these EQ’s as part of an exit ticket or it may count as a quiz or part of the test.   

· Your knowledge each day should build and connect.   You will also be expected to answer either verbally or in writing the Connection to Today prompts as well.   Always be thinking!  

Tentative Test Date: ______________________________________

I:
American History I and II Review

Essential Questions: 
A) For what reasons did American colonist declare independence from the British?
B) How did the power of the government evolve from 1776 to today? 
C) What has been the role of government throughout our nation’s history?  (examples of what government has done for the people)
II:
Basics of Government Structure
Essential Questions:
A) Describe other types of governments in the world.
B) Explain the 4 principles of American democracy and where these concepts came from.  

C) What are the pros and cons of a democracy?
Terms:  democracy, Declaration of Independence, American Revolution, John Locke, Thomas Hobbs, Montesquieu, Thomas Paine, Common Sense, Articles of Confederation, Parliament, Magna Carta, to represent, Constitutional Convention, federalism local, state, federal, totalitarian, dictatorship, oligarchy, “consent of the governed”, Enlightenment, “natural rights”, liberty, “limited government”, separation of powers, checks and balances, popular sovereignty, to legislate, to execute, to interpret, legislative, executive, judicial
Connection to Today: 
1. In what ways has our past experience with government (pre-Revolution) shaped the way we elect our leaders today?

2. Describe some modern problems with “too much” democracy and freedom in today’s society.

Things that confuse me about government today: 
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